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Perhaps the highest development of student life in India, in its all-round aspect, is seen at the headquarters of the Imperial Cadet Corps at Dehra Dun. This corps was raised and organised by Lord Curzon in order to give the youth of princely families in India an opportunity of learning something of military life, and fitting themselves for high command in the Imperial Service Troops. The recruitment has usually been made from the Chiefs' Colleges, but previous residence at those Colleges is not indispensable to enrolment in the Cadet Corps. There are the most perfect arrangements for military drill and discipline, and these act upon the social life of the young men in an entirely beneficial way. They are taken away from Zenana influences, which make for softness and indecision of character; and from that atmosphere of flattery and intrigue, in which courtiers flourish at the expense of the cardinal virtues. They are brought upa while they are being trained in the corps, in a healthy outdoor life of military simplicity, and while they are improving their minds and bodies, they are, at the same time, laying the foundation for that grit, that character, that social savoir fairc* which are the principal requirements in personal rule. What limits are there to the possibilities of progress in a native State ruled over by a born leader of men, who has also cultivated an eye that can take in a critical situation at a glance, and unravel a tangle with tact and the coolest imperturbability!